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Notices
Used Stamps
Liz White of Lutterworth U3A is still collecting used stamps on behalf of Medical
Detection Dogs. They can be any used stamps but please could you ensure they
have approximately a 1cm (roughly a finger’s width) surround.
Please hang onto your stamps until we are able to meet again and give them to Sue
Creeden, or you can pop them through her letterbox (25 Holly Drive, Lutterworth)
and she will pass them on.
* * * * *

Used Toner Cartridges
Unfortunately, due to a change in Recycle4Charity’s system, Sue is no longer able to
accept the toner cartridges.

Sue Creeden
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POETRY GROUP
Enquiries to: thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com

The poetry group is meeting monthly via zoom. This actually works quite well,
we have two, forty minute sessions, and a tea break in between.
February's topic was "Weather and Climate" and the participants nominated
the following poems as favourites during the session, should anyone wish to
check them out:
Clive James - "Japanese Maple", a beautiful bittersweet poem from someone
perhaps not well known as a poet.
Ted Hughes - "Wind" . Quite magnificent imagery of a raging malevolent storm,
a house gripped by it as the poet watches from the shelter of a blazing fire.
Muriel Spark - " Complaint in a Washout Season" , a rather wonderful
outpouring of frustration from someone again perhaps not so well known as a
poet.
William Shakespeare - "Winter" from "Love's Labour's Lost". Many would
recognise the passage beginning "When icicles hang by the wall"
R L Stevenson - "The House Beautiful", with unforgettable beautiful imagery,
such as "cobweb dew-bediamoned" and "the crimson end of day's declining
splendour".
We reconvene on 25th March, and will be reading from Scottish, Welsh and
Irish poets
Sylvia
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GENTLE CYCLING GROUP
Enquiries to: thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com

The Gentle Cycling Group is getting back on the road! All being well, the next
ride will be on Wednesday 21st April. We shall have to comply with the
guidelines in force at the time, probably riding in groups of six, but at least we
can enjoy being out in the countryside again and hopefully by then even have a
relaxing coffee outside afterwards.
We usually cycle between 12 and 14 miles along local quiet roads and country
lanes. We take our time, stopping for short breaks and walking up any steep
hills! Details of where to meet and the route will be published in the April
Bulletin, but if you fancy joining us you will be very welcome. Just give me a call
on the above number or email me - sueandpeter.creeden@taltalk.net. Why
not dig the bike out of the shed and give it a go.
Sue
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP
Enquiries to: thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com

Photo Group Zoom Meeting for 26th Feb.
There was a good turn out for this month's, now regular, Photographic group meeting
over Zoom.
The programme for the meeting was in two parts, first- the viewing of members
submissions on this months chosen subject "Action and Movement” and following
after a short break, Michael Bates explained through slides, text and diagrams the
basics of Macro photography.
It was encouraging to see how people had interpreted this months chosen subject in
so many different ways from the action side of Motorcycles and Car racing, flights of
birds to people taking part in exercise or sport, all of which falls into the category
considered as action or movement !
As the hosts prerogative, I have chosen from many equally worthy photos submitted,
4 of my favourites which you will find at the bottom of this report.
After a short break following the review, Michael explained the basics
of Macro Photograph which is "extreme close up photography and in which the
size of the subject image on the negative or image sensor is greater than life
size."
Michael used Photo examples he had taken showing the basis of 'depth of field’ and
how this could be achieved.
He then went on to explain the theory of getting up close to a subject with the
different camera categories detailing what could be expected with the standard
camera equipment as supplied and what equipment was available on the market —
at a price ! .
Michael then showed some stunning examples of this genre from professional
Photographer Colleen Slater who’s clever use of plants leaves submerged in water
along with backdrops of colour, produced these wonderful photo close ups of leaf
edges covered in tiny rainbow style air bubbles.
Next Month's meeting is on 26 March and will be hosted by Nigel Bones with the
chosen subject 'The 10 elements of Composition in Photography'
Chris Ridley (Guest Host)
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The Gloves are on – Stephen Carter

Poetry in Motion – Val Ridley
7

Boys Playing Dirty – Rawdon Bottom
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A Slice of Perfection – Nigel Bones
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FRENCH CONVERSATION
Enquiries to: thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com

25 February 2021
Another Zoom meeting for 12 of us. I think we’re all getting more used to it now.
The group was extremely sorry to hear of the passing of Trevor Jelley who was a
faithful and persevering member of our group for about ten years.
We had a general chat about the current situation, and a small quiz.
The next meeting will be on 25 March, also on Zoom. We plan to have a “show and
tell” with stories associated with particular objects, maybe have a short quiz from
Penni and talk about our dream holidays for some time in the future.
Sue

10

GARDEN GROUP
Enquiries to: thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com

Hope you are all keeping well and are able to enjoy seeing signs of Spring in
your garden or on your daily walks.
At the beginning of February, the Garden Group were able to share Lutterworth
U3A Garden Group’s Zoom presentation entitled ‘A Very British Garden’.
Darren Lerigo, a gardener who specialises in topiary made the talk very lighthearted and interesting. First, he discussed with us what we felt a typical
British garden consisted of, grass, patio and borders, etc. He then went on to
give us suggestions on alternative plants to have in the garden, different ways
of planting and improved environmentally friendly ways of growing, bringing
nature into the garden, composting and pest control.
Our Garden Group also hosted a Zoom talk later in the month. Richard Barnes,
a garden architect, writer and photographer, suggested lots of different ideas
to enhance a small garden. He recommended creating focal points such as
attractive plants, ornaments or buildings. Other ideas included building gates,
pergolas and archways leading from one section of the garden to another and
using unusual stones or bricks in pathways. Another plan was to full make use
of fences and walls by colour and climbing plants. Richard showed how these
ideas could be used through some magnificent photographs. An inspiring
presentation.
Lutterworth U3A Garden Group has again invited us to join their next Zoom
presentation on Tuesday 23rd March at 2.30 p.m. Sally Cunningham is going to
talk about 'Growing in Small Places and Container Gardening'. You may
remember Sally; she is a local expert on all facets of horticulture. She visited us
in 2017 to talk on ‘Unusual Vegetables’ and again in 2019 telling us about
‘Culinary Herbs’. This talk will appropriately follow on from last month’s talk,
which was more about design for small gardens, as Sally will be discussing
plants and planting. I hope you will be able to join us.
Sue
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A General Knowledge Quiz
where every answer contains a colour
1. A novel of 1908 written by Lucy Maud Montgomery
2. Actress who played Ena Sharples
3. How Frank Sinatra was commonly known
4. Horse that won the Grand National in 1973
5. Where we all live according to the Fab Four
6. A notorious fictional jewel thief
7. A US military decoration for those killed or wounded in service
8.

According to Tony Orlando it was tied “’round the ol’ oak tree”

9.

Rhapsody by George Gershwin

10. The colour of Noddy’s hat
11. The author of The Gustave Sonata
12. Married Mary daughter of King James II.
13. Home Secretary from 2016 – 2018
14. Married Rhett Butler
15. Progressive Rock group who performed “Larks; Tongues in Aspic”
16. Novel by Marina Warner retelling Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”
17. Concerto written by Stravinsky
18. Term used to define Picasso’s works 1901-1904
19. Snooker ball worth 4 points
20. Novel of 1921 seen through the eyes of Denis Stone
21. Novel of Alexandre Dumas from 1850
22. Scottish personal assistant to Queen Victoria
23. Colour of star on Cameroon flag
24. Title of song which starts “I’ve never seen you looking so lovely as you did
tonight”
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25.

A rejection in a traditional form of secret ballot

26.

By the author of “The Moonstone” a novel about Anne Catherick

27.

Colloquial term for Sturmabteilung

28.

Passerine with scientific name of Motacilla Flava

29.

The colour of the eyes of Queen Elizabeth II

30.

An incomplete fracture of a long bone often experienced by children

31.

Colour of the door of No. 10 Downing Street

32.

The signal that follows red on traffic lights

33.

How Amsterdam’s De Wallon is referred to in English

34.

English idiom meaning in the peak of health

35.

Those who perform The Haka at the start of a Rugby match

36.

A 1941 film where the story of the Morgan family who settle in a Welsh
mining village is seen through the eyes of the son Huw

37.

American Rock band who had a 1999 album called “Californication”

38.

Dolly Parton album released 20 October 1999

39.

Song released by Elvis Presley in 1956 about footwear

40.

Erotic bestseller by E. L. James 2011

41.

Charity co-founded by Henry Dunant 1859

42.

English Rock band formed in 1965 with a member called David Gilmour

43.

A Max Bygrave song about an item found in a bathroom

44.

Mellow song by Donovan

45.

Jimi Hendrix song containing “Acting funny but don’t know why”

46.

Route Dorothy told to follow to reach the Emerald City

47.

Skye Terrier which spent fourteen years guarding the grave of his
owner in Edinburgh

48.

London theatre where a series of farces presented by Brian Rix in
1950’s and 60’s

49.

American National Park established in 1872
13

50.

Largest island east of Canadian Arctic Archipelago which is an
autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark

sent in by Richard

Hill
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A lighter side during Covid
There is, of course, nothing funny about the pandemic affecting the world at the moment,
but the crisis has brought out the humorous side of life which sometimes is necessary to
help us get through it all. These are some of the comments and one-liners I’ve found
particularly amusing
“So many coronavirus jokes out there – it’s a pundemic”.
“In an unsettling reversal of my teenage years, I am now yelling at my parents for going out”.
“I never thought I’d say this but can we please go back to talking about Brexit”.
“I managed to get one loo roll from Tesco. I feel bad for the next person to use their
customer toilet”.
“In Germany they are tackling the crisis by stocking up with sausage and cheese. That’s the
Wurst Kase scenario.”
“Whose idea was it to sing “Happy Birthday” while washing your hands? Now every
time I go to the bathroom, my kids expect me to walk out with a cake.”
“My husband purchased a world map and then gave me a dart and said, “Throw this and
wherever it lands—that’s where I’m taking you when this pandemic ends.” Turns out,
we’re spending two weeks behind the fridge.”
I also saw a video clip of a casino recently where, instead of using gambling chips, they were
using toilet rolls. It hit a funny spot, mainly I suspect because we weren’t desperate for toilet
rolls at the time.
Talking of correspondence, I received an email from a former work colleague talking about
life in her town now the virus had hit hard. I have to confess I had to get to the second
sentence before I realised the content was not altogether factual. I quote …
“The local bra manufacturer has gone bust. The company making food blenders has gone
into liquidation. A firm supplying paper for origami groups has folded. The Italian restaurant
has gone into pizzas over the virus. The barber’s business is teetering on a razor’s edge. The
Baker has run out of dough. The local Oxo factory has run out of stock and Bob the Builder’s
firm has gone to the wall. Apparently, in the local brothel all the sex workers have been laid
off. On a bright note, however, the increase in business for the LED company has brought
light relief”.
The former President of the United States made pronouncements throughout the pandemic
which create both astonishment and mirth in equal measure during the crisis, prompting the
usual plethora of jokes. Here’s one which caught my eye. “Donald Trump has just been
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arrested after injecting a clergyman with Domestos - He's been charged with bleach of the
Priest”.
I came across a new word during lockdown ‘paraprosdokians’. I don’t know if any of you are
familiar with this term but these are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence
or phrase is surprising or unexpected and is frequently humorous. I found these examples
which might give you some light relief.
1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.
2. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them
speak.
3. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.
4. War does not determine who is right, only who is left.
5. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.
6. In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of an emergency, notify..." I answered,
"a doctor."
7. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head
and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy.
8. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice
9. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than standing in a garage makes
you a car.
10. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's getting harder and harder for me to find
someone older than me.
Looking at the world of theatre, there are many quotes relating theatre to life and vice versa.
Oscar Wilde once said “I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art forms, the most
immediate way in which a human being can share with another the sense of what it is to be
a human being”. On the flip side, relating life to the theatre, I quite like this one - “Life is not
a dress rehearsal. The curtain is up and you are on, so get out there and give it your best
shot”. Here are a few recognisable quotes from musicals to take on board during this
pandemic.
“Even the darkest night will end and the sun will rise”. (Les Miserables)
“If life seems jolly rotten there’s something you’ve forgotten, and that’s to laugh and smile
and dance and sing”. (Spamalot)
“The sun will come out tomorrow, so you gotta to hang on ‘til tomorrow come what may”.
(Annie)
”Some things I cannot change but I won’t know until I try”. (Wicked)
“Today is going to be a good day” (Dear Evan Hansen)
And finally, why is it best to think of 2020 like a panto? Because, eventually, it’s behind you!

Richard Hill
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Colours - Answers

1. Anne of Green Gables
2. Violet Carson
3. Old Blue Eyes
4. Red Rum
5. Yellow submarine
6. Pink Panther
7. Purple Heart
8. Yellow ribbon
9. Rhapsody in Blue
10. Blue
11. Rose Tremain
12. William of Orange
13. Amber Rudd
14. Scarlet O’Hara
15. King Crimson
16. Indigo
17. Ebony Concerto
18. Blue Period
19. Brown
20. Crome Yellow
21. The Black Tulip
22. John Brown
23. Yellow
24. Lady in Red
25. Black balling
17

26. Woman in White
27. Brown Shirts
28. Yellow Wagtail
29. Blue
30. Greenstick
31. Black
32. Red and Amber
33. Red Light District
34. In the pink
35. All Blacks
36. How Green was my Valley
37. Red Hot Chilli Peppers
38. The Grass is Blue
39. Blue Suede Shoes
40. Fifty Shades of Grey
41. Red Cross
42. Pink Floyd
43. You’re a Pink Tooth Brush
44. Mellow Yellow
45. Purple Haze
46. Yellow Brick Road
47. Greyfriars Bobby
48. Whitehall
49. Yellowstone
50. Greenland
Colour Quiz, and Answers sent in by

Richard Hill
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