
Notes from the Chair

Greetings All,

My last “Notes from the Chair”!

I would hope all of you will be aware our 2026 AGM is just a matter of days away.  All 
members will have received a copy of the Agenda, a copy of the minutes of the 2025 AGM 
and a summary of the Treasurers accounts for the year ending 2025. Please print and bring 
along copies of such documents should you wish to refer to them on the day as only a limited 
number of spare copies will be available at our meeting.

To remind you our 2026 AGM will take place on Thursday 12th March 2026.

Venue: - Lutterworth Methodist Church, Bitteswell Road, Lutterworth, Leics. LE17 4EL

Start: - 10:30 hrs

After seven years I am standing down from the Executive Committee and from my more 
recent role as Chairperson. During those seven years I have met truly wonderful people both 
from within our own u3a and from the wider national organisation. I have genuinely enjoyed 
my time on your committee and have really got to know how our own and the wider u3a 
movement works, along with all the u3a can offer its members.

Going forward a new Executive Committee needs to be formed to allow our u3a to continue. 
The election of Members and Officers to the Executive Committee will take place during the 
forthcoming AGM. 

We are still seeking new committee members I am hoping that a number of you will be 
attending the AGM – in possession of a duly completed nomination form – seeking to be 
voted onto our Executive Committee.  Nomination Forms will be available on the day.

Remember - “Learn”, “Laugh” “Live”

Regards and thanks.

Colin (Chair)    chair@wycliffelutterworthu3a.org
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Monthly Meetings

Welcome to the Wycliffe Lutterworth U3A. We meet on second Thursday of each 
month at the Methodist Church Hall. Tea, coffee and biscuits available from 10am – 
10.30am.  An opportunity to meet friends old and new, book exchange, information 
about trips etc. 

Following the formal business of the AGM, Richard Hill will be hosting another chat, 
Graham Norton/Parkinson style, with a person of local interest. This time he will be 
speaking to Andy Smith, a firefighter based at the Lutterworth Fire Station, about the 
fire service operation and what it’s like to work on the front line facing emergencies. 
As ever, the audience will also get the chance to pose questions. Do come along as it 
should be a really interesting session.

Andrea Nichol
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Singing Group

Singing Group

 We are looking for more members!  Come and join us on the first Tuesday of each 
month in the Methodist Church at 10am till 12 noon.  Tea and coffee at half time 
(please bring your own mug).
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Discussion Group

The subject of February's discussion was the monarchy, which has been much in the 
news recently for all the wrong reasons. Actually we didn't talk a lot about Andrew 
and Epstein, we talked more about the origin and size of the monarchy's  wealth, 
their influence, privilege  and exemptions from British law, and the need for change.

We had a similar debate quite some time ago and while there was still general 
support for the monarchy it was interesting to note the loosening of that support and
the increase in criticism of them. I was pleased that this time I wasn't the only 
Republican.

Next meeting will be on March 9th., when we will be discussing student finance.

Sylvie 
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GENTLE CYCLING GROUP

Co-ordinator:  Sue Creeden

01455 557888

As I was away, Paula kindly organised and led the ride on the first Wednesday of the 
month. Seven of the group were able to meet at Morton’s in Gilmorton.  The weather 
had been misty earlier but thankfully had cleared by 10.00 so they started off towards 
Bitteswell along the lanes and cycle paths. From there they pedalled on to Ashby 
Parva, Dunton Bassett and Ashby Magna. They had a short stop at the church to 
admire the snowdrops - which were looking lovely. Then on to Peatling Parva and 
back to Gilmorton. The ride was just over 12 miles. Fortunately, the rain held off and 
it wasn’t too cold. They finished at Morton’s for a chat and a cuppa.

Thank you, Paula

The forecast for the second week was to be wet, so the ride had to be postponed.  
Week three and eventually six of us managed the ride I had planned and postponed 
several times.  On a cold and windy morning, we headed off from Ullesthorpe Garden 
Centre down Mere Lane and left into Ullesthorpe. We pedalled down past the 
Ullesthorpe Court and on to Frolesworth.  A right and left took us down to Broughton 
Astley and then another left took us to Sutton in the Elms café for a welcome hot 
drink to warm us up.  The return was via Leire and Ashby Parva which was a struggle 
for some as it is mainly uphill.

Despite the cold, we all said it was a pleasure to be out in the fresh air.

Weather permitting, the next ride will be on Wednesday 18th March.  If you would 
like to join us, you will be very welcome.  We cycle roughly 10 – 13 miles with stops 
along the way and enjoy a coffee either en route or at the end. All you need is a 
roadworthy bike and a helmet. Electric bikes welcome.  Just email me:  
sueandpeter.creeden@talktalk.net. 
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Report for the U3A History Group. February 2026

The Six Wives of Henry VIII

This month, we enjoyed an entertaining and thought-provoking afternoon when six 
members of the group took on the role of each of Henry VIII’s Queens and delivered a
full and frank account of what really happened to them. Each woman’s story is so 
different but there were several common factors which highlighted the unpredictable 
and often dangerous life every wife led with Henry. Each of our ‘Queens’ told the 
story from the Queen’s own perspective and everyone delivered personal, lively and 
sometimes quite moving accounts of the lady’s experiences. We were left with 
considerable sympathy for each of the women. They really had a lot to contend with! 
Everyone really enjoyed the afternoon and it produced some interesting discussions 
afterwards. 

 The detail and quality of this History presentation was quite exceptional and although
we were having a bit of fun with an imaginative exercise, a lot of research clearly 
underpinned all the presentations. It was lovely to have so many excellent 
contributions to our meeting.

The Queens were played by Paula Erett, Katherine of Aragon. Viv Weller, Anne 
Boleyn. Jane Seymour, Sheila Eggleton. Hilda Butcher, Anne of Cleves. Dot Barnard, 
Catherine Howard and Daryl Graham, Catherine Parr.

Many thanks to Sheila Eggleton, who organised this event and especially to all the 
‘Queens’.
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Future meetings

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday March 3rd, Dunton Bassett VH 2 – 4

Rob Ballard will be presenting a talk on ‘The Royal Navy on the Roof of Africa. The 
Battle for Tanganika 1915-16’

(These events were the background of the film ‘The African Queen’ starring 
Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn)

At this meeting, we will also be giving out information on our trips out this year and 
asking members to sign up. We have three on offer. Please make a note of the dates.

Wednesday May 6th A visit to the Charterhouse in Coventry (NT) Organised by Dot 
Barnard

Wednesday August 12th A visit to Drayton House, Northamptonshire. Organised by 
Mandy Cutler

Wednesday September 2nd A visit to Wrest Park, Bedfordshire (EH) Organised by Viv
Weller

Please note there will be no meeting in April as it is Easter so be ready to sign up this 
month if you want to go. 

Viv
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Poetry Group

Our topic for February was "Romance " or "Year of the Horse".

Most of the poems were about romance, some beautiful, some funny, some 
poignant. Interestingly, among all the modern poetry, John Donne featured several 
times, and there were also poems by Marlowe and Marvell, from the 16th and 17th 
centuries.

Chinese Year of the Horse was represented by Liz Berry's beautiful "Darkling Foal" 
and Ted Hughes' "Horses"

Next get together is scheduled for March 26th and the topics are Spring, Easter, 
International Women's  Day, St David's Day, Holy and Colours.  So plenty to choose 
from.

Sylvie 
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Photography Group February 27th 2026

Our first formal meeting under the new sub committee was chaired by David Hanger. 
The first half of the meeting was to discuss this months subject which was People. 
Photos covered a wide variety of aspects of people from Portraits, street photography 
and group events. An interesting aspect of some of the photos was that they were 
taken of the backs of people looking at event.  This months enclosed photos are of a 
Michael Jackson tribute act by Mike Bates and a Traction Engine driver by Stephen 
Carter. 

Michael Jackson Tribute Act by Michael Bates

Traction Engine Driver by Stephen Carter. 
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The second part of the meeting was a presentation by Mike Chapman about use of 
Dropbox – the preferred method of the group for sharing photos for each meeting.

Due to Ullesthorpe Village Hall being already booked, the March meeting will be held
on Friday 27th March at The Cottage at Broughton Astley Village Hall's complex 
from 2pm to 4pm. The subject for the March meeting will be Weather. Photos to be 
submitted by Tuesday 17th March. In the second half Stephen Carter will talk about 
Street Art Photography.

For April the meeting subject is Now and Then. A pair of photos showing a subject 
taken many years ago and the same subject today.

David Hanger
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FOURTH WEDNESDAY WALKING GROUP

February 2026 Walk Report

In 13C sunny weather 17 walkers met at the Bell Inn Gumley for a 4.75 mile 
Laughton circular walk, last walked in March 2024. The constant rainfall this year 
clearly hasn’t made conditions easy anywhere in the country, and we soon 
encountered some “red-card” levels of mud and water in all our gateways.
With more than 50% of the walk being on (quiet) country roads and traffic being what
it is, on this occasion we decided that the Backmarker should wear hi-viz.

Turning quickly left from Main Street the walk then passed through several bridle 
gates (double-fastened because they have intelligent horses in Gumley) before 
dropping through meadows to reach a stile at a small brook. Taking care with the 
tricky landing on the other side (we might bypass this section in future) we then 
crossed over on a footbridge to join a bridleway going all the way to Gumley Lodge.

Walking along the Lodge’s grassy drive we then turned left at the boundary fence 
and determinedly followed the bridleway all the way uphill, at one time passing 
through a sloping meadow with water underfoot (how odd?), before reaching the 
very quiet country road leading to Laughton. 

Taking our half-way break at St Luke’s neat 13C church, with its
attractive Victorian stone extension and nearby wattle and daub
walls, we then departed for Gumley in full sunshine along a 
quiet previously gated country road which is now unfenced for 
its last 0.6 miles.  

As in the 2024 walk, the panoramic views remained
impressive from this section of the road, and Saddington’s
reservoir could be clearly seen a mile away and 165 feet
below. However traffic seemed a little heavier this time
around, and the hi-viz did the job.

At the Gumley boundary we then couldn’t resist diverting through a small copse to 
get a close up view of St Helen’s 14C church, and also to see the old stable block to 
former Gumley Hall which is now beautifully restored for residential occupation and 
has an eye catching Italianate bell tower. 

Once reaching the cosy Bell Inn our 10 diners were quickly served with their pre-
ordered £8.95 “lunch special” choices, and two of them stayed behind to sample £4 
Crumble desserts served the proper way with custard in a jug!

Tony and Paul

We look forward to seeing you at the Bell again in June, from where we’ll be walking 
east on a Foxton circular again.
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FOURTH WEDNESDAY WALKING GROUP 

Co-ordinators:- Sue and Peter Creeden (Please use your U3A website if you need 
to contact us)

Wednesday 25 March 2026

Walk Organisers:- Sue and Peter Creeden

Meeting Point For Lifts:- Lutterworth Recreation Ground car park at 09.15am to 
leave at 09.20am. 

Start Point and Time:-  Wharf Inn, Welford (NN6 6JQ) at 10:00am. Toilets will be 
available.

Lunch Arrangements:- We will pre-order before we set off on the walk. Lite Bites 
from £7:75 to  £13.00. Sandwiches or a fuller menu are also available.  You can look 
at the menu on-line (https://www.thewharfinnwelford.co.uk/menus/). 

Directions to start:- Leave Lutterworth southbound towards the Whittle roundabout.
Join the A4303 crossing the motorway to pass through Walcote and North Kilworth. 
After leaving North Kilworth and passing the marina, take the first right onto Station 
Road towards Welford. At the next T-junction, turn right. After about 1mile, the Wharf 
Inn is on your right. The entrance is before the pub, with ample parking behind.

Route and Distance:- The route is essentially the Mary Gilbert Walk, a mix of canal 
towpaths. field paths, tracks and hard surfaces, which a lot of us have done many 
times before. There will be a couple of small variations. There is, unfortunately, a lot 
of canal walking but with the very wet weather we have had recently, and not much 
sign of it improving, we have tried to find a walk without too much mud. The distance 
is approximately 5 miles with 3 stiles. 

Peter
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ART APPRECIATION - REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 

In February we met at Bitteswell Village Hall. We completed our topic from 
December: “Pairing a work of Art with music”. It was a very atmospheric selection: 
“Paris by night” with ACDC, Albert Moore with the Flower Song by Delibes, B. Jull’s
“French Cafe Scene” with Chansons d’accordion and P. Klee with Miriam Makeba’s  
Pata Pata Song.

We then collected ideas for the next meetings.
Finally we displayed our choices of works of Art for the 12 months of the year 
( calendar ) and tried to guess the suitable month and possibly the artist too. 
Sometimes successfully, other times not so much. The discussion over the suitability 
was lively and thought provoking. We realised - again -, how much Art is individually 
perceived and appreciated. There is no right or wrong.

Next meeting:  13.3.2026  at noon
                         Attenborough Centre: “MATERIAL WORLD”
                         Touring Exhibition from the Hayward Gallery, London 
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U3A Snail’s Walking Group

February 2026 Walk at Catthorpe

Despite the run of recent appalling weath-
er and a road closure, we managed to 
walk to    Lilbourne Church without get-
ting drowned! But there was plenty of 
flooded land as we approached Lilbourne 
and the small bridge crossing the River 
Avon, with the remains of the Norman 
motte-and-bailey castle to the left.

On a positive note, there were definite 
signs of spring around - with snowdrops 
and primroses - and, by good fortune, the 
church was open: All Saints is an ancient 
and atmospheric place dating from the 
12th century.

We enjoyed our lunch at the farm café 
and were joined by Ann.
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U3A Snail’s Walking Group

March 2026 Walk:  Friday 20th March

The March walk will be around
Countesthorpe Country Park, with lunch
at the Lime Tree in Whetstone.

We will meet at the Lime Tree in
Whetstone at 10.45 am to order lunch. When everyone has arrived and ordered we 
will drive 1.2 miles to Oakfield Car Park to start the walk at 11am.

The walk is along a gravel path along a stream through Blaby Oaks and onto 
Countesthorpe Park. We will walk around the park and ponds and, depending on the
weather, return by the same or a slightly different route. The walk is along gravel 
paths and is about 2.25 miles but can be extended if it is dry enough to cross some 
fields. There are no stiles and it is flat. 

The Lime Tree, 2 Cambridge Rd, Whetstone, Leicester LE8 6LF        10.45am

Phone: 0116 286 3195        You can see the menu at:-

https://www.limetreewhetstone.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/184/2025/12/Lime-Tree-Jan-2026-menu.pdf

Directions from Lutterworth to the Lime Tree

1. Take the A426 towards Blaby

2. At the 1st roundabout, take the 2nd exit onto Blaby Bypass/A426

3. At the 2nd roundabout, take the 1st exit onto Grove Rd

4. At the roundabout, take the 2nd exit onto Cambridge Rd

5. The Lime Tree is on your left; there is a car park to the left.

Oakfield Car Park, Hospital Ln, Blaby, Leicester, LE8 4FE     11am
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Directions from the Lime Tree to Oakfield car park

 Turn right onto Cambridge Rd

 At the roundabout, take the 2nd exit onto Grove Rd

 At the roundabout, take the 2nd exit and stay on Grove Rd 

 In 0.4 mi sharp right onto Lutterworth Rd and then left onto Western Dr

 At the roundabout, take the 1st exit onto Welford Rd

 At the roundabout, take the 2nd exit onto Hospital Ln

 The car park is on the right in a little over 0.1 mi

Contact

Please let me know by Tuesday 17th March if you would like to join us and whether 
you are having lunch. Look forward to seeing you.

Email:  daryl.graham@btinternet.com       Phone:  0772290497
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Committee Members

Office                                            Name

Chairperson …............................ Colin Beadle 

Secretary …..................................Denise Taylor

Treasurer...................................... Nigel Burt 

Speaker Finder............................. Andrea Nichol 

Minutes Secretary........................ Anne Dean 

Membership Secretary …............ Linda Teague

Co-opted Committee Member … Mike Chapman

Committee Member..................... Sue Poulter 

Committee Member..................... Michael Bates 

Committee Member ….................Sally Wood

Committee Member …................. Richard Hill 

Note:  Any committee member can be contacted via our email address:

thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com 
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