
Monthly Meetings

Welcome to the Wycliffe Lutterworth U3A. We meet on second Thursday of 
each month at the Methodist Church Hall. 

Our speaker on Thursday July 9th will be Alan Cutler.

His presentation is entitled 'Forty Whacks' and is set in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in 1893, where a 33-year-old spinster is accused of murdering 
her wealthy father and stepmother. 

All welcome. Venue: Methodist Church. Time: 10 am refreshments, 10.25 
Notices, 10.30- 11.30 speaker.

See website for details. http://wycliffelutterworthu3a.org/

Andrea

1



SAVE THE DATE !!!!!

Your U3A committee are arranging the annual lunch on Thursday 15th October at 
Lutterworth Golf Club - 12pm for 12.30pm.

Our very own Mark Smith will ‘mastermind' a quiz during the lunch and prizes will be
awarded to the winning team.

The format will be choices from the menu below at a cost of £23 for two courses and 
£28 for three courses

Starters

Tomato and mozzarella salad, with fresh herbs and Pesto (V)

Mixed vegetable soup with a bread roll

Chicken and ham hock terrine with pickled vegetables and harissa mayo

Main Course

Pan fried salmon on a crushed potato cake served in a leek and broad bean cream 
sauce

Chicken Supreme, with fondant potato, served with smoked bacon, tender stem 
broccoli and a pearl onion jus

Sun Dried tomato and pesto gnocchi, served with grated parmesan, olive oil and fresh 
herbs (V)

Dessert

Lemon cheesecake, served with a berry coulis (V)

Trio of ice creams (V) 

Warm chocolate brownie with vanilla ice cream and chocolate sauce (V)

To follow

Filter coffee or tea

Specific dietary requirements can be accommodated.
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A further email with these details will be sent out to all members before the next 
monthly meeting on 9th July

As menu choices will be required before the lunch, members can either respond to the 
that email or ’sign up’ in person at the July meeting.

This will be a great opportunity to catch up with friends in a relaxed atmosphere over 
lunch and your committee hope that you will be able to attend.

Peter Maddock.
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LIVELY DISCUSSION

June’s lively discussion topic was: Is our single constituency, first past the post, model
for electing members of parliament fit for purpose at the present time with the present 
range of competing political parties and an electorate that is becoming more diverse in
character? 

We covered different voting systems, the current more polarised, proliferation of 
political parties, that the first past the post voting system was often no longer 
producing a government with a clear working majority. 

All felt that some form of proportional representation would be more democratic and 
representative of the views of all who vote. 

Anne.

*   *   *   *   *
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GENTLE CYCLING GROUP

Co-ordinator:  Sue Creeden 

01455 557888

Oh dear, we didn’t have a great beginning to ‘Flaming June’.  Admittedly the forecast 
wasn’t good for our first outing but it had been so wrong for the previous few days we
optimistically decided give it a go.  We met in Walcote with the intention of cycling, 
via Stanford Hall, to Catthorpe Manor Farm Shop for our coffee break. However, just 
as we set off, the rain started.  We pedalled on in the hope that it would be a short 
shower, but it was still raining when we arrived in South Kilworth.  The decision was 
made to opt for plan B – coffee at Kilworth Springs Golf Club.  We made it last as 
long as possible.  However, it was still raining when returned to the saddle so we gave 
up and made a dash for home.
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The forecast for our second ride was no better; the possibility of thundery showers.  
However, not to be outdone six of us met at Ullesthorpe Garden Centre. The plan this 
time was to have a second attempt at the route to Sutton in the Elms Café for coffee.  
(We had to cancel this one last month due to wet weather!) We set off under a blue 
sky, down to Ashby Parva and then left to Ullesthorpe.  After enjoying the downhill 
ride through the Claybrookes, we pedalled back up towards Frolesworth.   Looking 
across towards Broughton Astley from the top of the hill, the sky had turned very 
dark.   There was a unanimous decision to head back via Ullesthorpe Golf Club.  Loud
claps on thunder were in our ears on the way.  Luckily we made it in the dry -and it 
still hadn’t rained when we set off home after coffee.  However, it did manage to soak 
one of the Group on the last leg of her journey!

We actually completed our whole ride on week 3 - although it was touch and go!  This
ride was one of our old favourites.  We headed from Gilmorton down to Kimcote, 
round Gurney Lane to Walton, across to Upper Bruntingthorpe and down to 
Bruntingthorpe. We encountered a few drops of rain on this section but we ignored 
them and they did go away, thank goodness.  Cycling through the village we turned 
right up towards Arnesby and then back down the gated road to Peatling Magna. Our 
return was via Peatling Parva.  Convivial refreshments were enjoyed at Moretons. The
countryside is stunning in this area, especially at this time of year.

Weather permitting, the next ride will be on Wednesday 15th July.  If you would like 
to join us, you will be very welcome.  We cycle roughly 10 – 13 miles with stops 
along the way and enjoy a coffee either en route or at the end. All you need is a 
roadworthy bike and a helmet. Just get in touch.

Sue

FOURTH WEDNESDAY WALKING GROUP

June 2026 Walk Report

Unfortunately, Tony and Paul`s picturesque walk from Gumley had to be cancelled 
because of the very hot weather

Peter Creeden
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FOURTH WEDNESDAY WALKING GROUP

Co-ordinators:- Sue and Peter Creeden (Please use your U3A website if you need to 
contact us)

Date of walk : Wednesday 22nd July 2026

Walk Organisers : Lesley and Mike Chapman

Meeting Point For Lifts:- Lutterworth Recreation Ground car park at 09.15am to

leave at 09.20am.

Start Point and Time: The Red Lion, Huncote, (LE9 3AW). 10 miles from 
Lutterworth. Leave at 10.00am. Toilets available from 9.30am. Pre-order lunch before 
walk. Mains less than £10 (changes daily). Desserts (normally including crumble!) £4.

Directions to start : Leave Lutterworth via Bitteswell, Ashby Parva and Frolesworth 
to junction with Coventry Road (B4114). Turn right and continue past Broughton 
Astley traffic lights, until the Croft junction. Turn left, through Croft to the “Huncote 
Arms” junction, and turn left to Huncote. The Red Lion is just after entering Huncote 
on the right.

Route and distance: A 4.7 mile walk with 7 stiles. Leaving Huncote via the Leisure 
Centre, we take field paths towards the M69 which we walk alongside before turning 
inland towards Potters Marston where we stop for our coffee break. We then head 
back towards the Huncote Road and walk beside Croft Quarry to the Red Lion. If the 
ground is wet, we suggest gaiters as, at the time of writing, there is some very long 
grass in one field.
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GEORGE’S LONGISH WALK.  WEDNESDAY 5TH AUGUST 2026

WALK LEADER George Robertson. Mobile No. 07986827270  

 email george9high@hotmail.com

This is an all day walk of 8.5 MILES with an optional pub lunch break. See below for details.

START POINT:- Kinewell lake car park NN14 4DW Ringstead.  **Note post code is 
beyond actual destination, please follow “Directions to start” instructions below. The car park
is small and was nearly full on one occasion. If this is the case, continue to the post code 
destination and park on Carlow Road. Car sharing will help. Let me know if you can offer a 
lift or would like one and I will coordinate. 

Directions to start. A14 past Kettering and leave at Junction 11. Follow sat nav to Ringstead 
and just before you enter the village and road narrows with alternate passing, turn into the 
small car park on the left. Approx 35 miles.

WALK INFO. :- The walk will start at 10am. The walk takes us round several lakes and 
along an old railway track to the village of Gt. Addington where we will have a coffee stop. 
We will continue out of the village, taking care on a short section of road with no pavement, 
to join a field path to the village of Woodford. Here we will stop for lunch. I will prebook 
lunch for those who want a pub meal. See below for more information.

After lunch we continue along the Nene Way to the village of Denford and then across field 
paths to the car park. Only one stile and a downhill finish. No nettles encountered on the 
recci.  

I can provide a GPX file of the walk for anyone interested.

Dining Info.

We will be eating at The Dukes Arms. The landlady will send me an up-to-date menu nearer 
the time. They offer a lunchtime choice of about 15 homemade dishes for £10 each. Register 
your interest by email and I will send you the menu when it arrives. Let me know any food 
allergies that need consideration when ordering.

Due to the unpredictable extreme weather events that crop up, please register your intent to 
join this walk because I may have to cancel at short notice if I consider conditions are 
unsuitable.
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ART APPRECIATION

Our group met on Friday, 12.6.2026 at Lutterworth Golf Club to hear and discuss 
news from the world of Art. The prime subject was, of course, the death of David 
Hockney a couple of days earlier, and his legacy as the “greatest living artist”. Our 
opinion varied as one would expect.

We then moved to the role of a curator, concentrating on the" RA Summer 
Exhibition”, ridiculed in the Telegraph and the “Hepworth in Colour” at the 
Courtauld, gaining 5 stars in the Times.

A few of us are planning a visit in August to the Welcome Gallery in London, which 
received again and again very positive reviews. And we were given a truly insider tip 
to visit the SOAS close by.

Our thoughts then went to stories around and behind works of Art, seeing and 
listening, as"if paintings could talk".

Finally we spent some time talking about the importance of the frame for / of a 
picture. It seemed to be worth considering this subject for a whole session in the 
winter months, maybe even inviting a framer to give us a talk.

This meeting was the last before the summer break.

Restart: 11.9.2026    Bitteswell Village Hall 2 - 4 pm
                                   Photo Show of Graffiti in the Caribbean 
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U3A Snail’s Walking Group

June 2026 Walk at Ravensthorpe Reservoir

It was a warm day for our circular walk, so 
the shorter distance was just right! The set-
ting was tranquil and the scenery beautiful.

If you are tempted to visit, just be aware that
the small car park is now closed off – for use
by those who fish only apparently. 

We managed road parking.

Many thanks to Viv and Sam for organising.
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The next walk is on Friday 17th July at Fosse Meadows

We will meet at The Bricklayers pub car park (which is on the opposite side of 
the road from the pub), 23, Leicester Rd, Sharnford, LE10 3PP. Please meet 
here at 10.45am to order lunch. 

The walk will start at 11am.

The walk will take us along a path, past a 
stream, through a field and into Fosse 
Meadows. 

We will take mostly a circular route around 
the inside of Fosse Meadows, mainly on 
paths. It will be a circular walk in Fosse 
Meadows and then back to the lane and  

past the stream to return to the pub.

The walk is flat with no stiles. If you want to shorten the walk, there is the 
possibility of stopping at the coffee van which sells coffee, hot chocolate and 
cakes.

Directions from Lutterworth to The Bricklayers, 23, Leicester Road, Sharnford, 
LE10 3PP.      Phone 01455 271799

 From Lutterworth, take the road to Bitteswell.

 Turn into Bitteswell and bear right onto Ashby Lane. 

 After the Rugby Club take a right into Ashby Parva.

 Continue through Frolesworth and turn left when you meet the B4114 to
Sharnford.

 Pass the Sharnford Arms on the left to reach the Bricklayers shortly after 
on the left.

 The Bricklayers car park is opposite on the right.
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Lunch

We will have lunch at The Bricklayers, Sharnford.           Phone 01455 271799

You can see the lunch menu at:   https://www.thebricklayers.org/classic-menu

We will meet at 10.45am to order lunch.

Contact

Please let me know by Wednesday 15th July if you would like to join us and 
whether you are having lunch.

Email: mandycutler@sky.com                       Phone: 07724 124094

* *   *   *   *

Snail’s Pace Walking Group: New Walkers Welcome.

We are a very friendly group of people who enjoy a bit of exercise, the oppor-
tunity to socialise and a pub lunch afterwards - optional, of course!

Our walks take place on the third Friday of the month, starting at 11.00am. 
The walks are 3 miles or under, as a guide, and we try to avoid stiles that re-
quire a climb! If you want to come along, you will be most welcome. Just get in 
touch with me on 07724 124094. 

Best wishes, Mandy Cutler.
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Motorcycle Interest Group

Sorry I missed the last month’s bulletin – we are still active and out and about.

Seems a long while ago but in late May we had an excellent turnout for our outing to the tea 
room at Wymondham Windmill near Melton Mowbray - looked to be a fairly straight forward
ride. We welcomed two new members to the Group and fortunately did not lose them on 
route.

We were quite a large group (double numbers) so keeping together was always going to be a 
challenge. Our lead bikers Mark and Andy did an excellent job but almost inevitably within 
miles of the destination things got “fragmented”.

Our route took the backroads through Leicestershire / Rutland and into the unknown. One of 
our members remarked – “Where There be Dragons”.

Things started to fragment when one of our number missed the turn from the A606 towards 
Whissendine. Conscious that the error would be recognised the two tail riders duly waited for
the returning individual. After a lengthy period the errant rider returned and we continued - 
only to miss a further turn to Whissendine. 

Finally back on track (no pun) we arrived at the manually controlled “Whissendine railway 
level crossing”. With the barriers closed to road traffic we were greeted by the Network Rail 
operative and a lengthy conversation ensued. We were told the main group had passed 
through a little earlier. 

Whilst the weather was very pleasant on this day, the night before thunder storms had moved 
through the region and lightning strikes had caused outages to the rail network computer 
signalling equipment. The operator knew there were two trains on the section of line but did 
not know exactly where. The gates had to remain closed until both trains had passed. 

Whilst we were waiting the operator told us the
history of this crossing – the old station, the former
gatekeepers’ house and how now a portable cabin is
the legacy. Whilst this was going on the remainder of
the group had arrived at the tea rooms and were
enjoying beverages and cakes. 

(Lost souls at the crossing)
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Eventually a goods train “up” and a passenger train “down” passed through enabling the 
operator to open the gates. The end was in sight but in all the excitement one of our riders had
somehow managed to operate the “kill” switch on his motorcycle so it would not start. The 
motorcycle was pushed across the level crossing to avoid getting caught the wrong side of the
tracks. Problem identified and resolved we arrived at the tea rooms “quite some time” behind 
the others and finally enjoyed refreshments. 

Fortunately the ride home was quite uneventful. 

An early June outing was planned to the Aero park (Aircraft Museum) which is located 
adjacent to the East Midlands Airport and Donnington Park. This outing was put on hold as 
the date proposed coincided with the beginning of the Download Festival – a music festival at
Donnington Park. Not being ready for the music from the likes of Limp Bizkit, Guns N’ 
Roses and Linkin Park an alternative destination was considered. 

Instead led by Peter TP we visited The Barn Tea Room at Rockingham.

The outward route was via Tur Langton, Horninghold and Uppingham. A visit to the 
fascinating St Andrews Church at Stoke Dry on the return journey provided tales of the 
connection of the church and the village with the failed gunpowder plot of 1605. 

Jacks Hill Cafe  (Towcester)
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Mid-June we visited Jacks Hill Café just North of Towcester where the Northants V-Twin and
Buell Motorcycle Club were holding a social meet up. Andy led us on a route to Towcester 
via country lanes before joining then A5 for the final few miles. The event was very well 
attended with an abundance of custom and “interesting” looking motorcycles. 

Our journey home took in “The Depot” at Weedon for a sit down, chat and coffee. 

Thanks to all the group members for very enjoyable outings - suggestions and organisation of
a date / route etc. 

Colin
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Report for the History Group. June 2026

Walking through History. A virtual walking tour of Bitteswell

In 1848, Mrs Elizabeth Botterill, wrote a quaint little History book. ‘A Reply to the 
Question, Should it ever be asked, “Where and What is Bitteswell?”  I have often 
asked myself that question! We used to use some of the records of the village in our 
History lessons and GCSE coursework at Lutterworth Grammar School /College. I 
think many of our former History students will remember walking there to do their 
fieldwork on James Powell or the Dowells there and trying to untangle the historic 
records. Much later I delved further into the village’s history as part of my MA. It was
a particular pleasure to take the U3A History group round on a virtual walk of the 
village and introduce them to some of the old inhabitants from the past and a place I 
know so well. Viv

 

The presentation took the group on a ‘walk’ around Bitteswell looking for signs of its 
history in the landscape and buildings from its origins as a pre-Norman settlement up 
to the present day. Bitteswell’s origins as a settlement may lie in the spring or well that
is mentioned in its name. Ancient people often regarded a spring as a special or holy 
place. The village was named Betmeswel in the Domesday survey of 1086. Previously
it was owned by a Saxon lord called Harding, Son of Alnoth so it has a long history. It 
had only a about sixty inhabitants then but it did have a priest, which suggests it may 
have been an important centre. Nobody is sure where the special well or spring was, 
although Elizabeth Botterill, believed it was somewhere along the main road near the 
old vicarage. There is a wealth of evidence of the village’s agricultural past, including 
many distinctive ridge and furrow strips in the fields and the pinfold near the Green.  
St Mary’s church, parts of which date from the 13thC, lies at the centre.

Two events transformed the village in the 18thC. First in 1782, the Hinckley and 
Lutterworth turnpike (toll road) sliced through the village, cutting the Green into two. 
The toll house which guarded the gate still stands. The route from Lutterworth was 
agreed with the wealthy landowners of the village, including  Mr Holled Smith of the 
Manor House, who enthusiastically supported the innovation but also forced  a sharp 
bend into the village at the tollbar rather than give up any of his garden although he 
was presumably fine with the loss of gardens of the poorer people’s cottages on Manor
Road.  The new road brought many coach travellers into the place and new coaching 
inns with other support services flourished. More significantly perhaps, innovative 
ideas also reached this former sleepy backwater.
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A few years later in 1787, the village was ‘Enclosed’, a procedure which redistributed 
the old open fields and other lands amongst the wealthy landowners. The people who 
promoted Enclosure were the wealthy landowners who were increasingly frustrated by
the restrictions the medieval Open Field communal system laid on them. In addition, 
King George III (aka ‘Farmer George’) was a great supporter of innovation in 
Agriculture and those who were privileged enough to own land wanted to take 
advantage of the latest ideas. Once the Enclosure Act was passed, it brought about a 
seismic shift in local society. All the land was divided into private farms. The 
inevitable result was that most of the local people lost out and were forced to become 
either landless labourers or move away for work because their means of subsisting on 
the land was taken from them. Meanwhile, the winners gained wealth and status. In 
Bitteswell, an unusually large Green was preserved in the process, now one of its most
attractive features and several impressive new farms were built around the perimeter.

Bitteswell appears timeless but much of what we see today reflects the prosperity that 
followed in the first half of the 19thC. Many of the timber framed older houses were 
rebuilt or at least refaced and extended to the rear. It became a desirable place to live 
in the early 19thC and several imposing Regency style gentleman’s houses were built 
to accommodate some more fashionable wealthy incomers to the village. Meanwhile, 
the wealthy farmers who benefited from Enclosure built several large farmhouses with
their ‘Model Farmyards’ .Most left their mark with initialled or carved bricks on the 
houses. These large farmhouses, like West End Farm built by Thomas Spell, are still 
impressive and out of scale with the remaining cottage sized dwellings. They were 
quite a brash display of wealth and entitlement in their day. 

Even before these events the parish was a prestigious Living and a fine new Vicarage 
was built in 1720 on the Nook and extended later. The village seems to have attracted 
well-off middle-class people in the early years of the 19thC. Some were fairly local, 
like Mrs Caroline Caldecott and her husband who lived in the newly built Bitteswell 
House and who were related to the Marriotts of Cotesbach. Others came from much 
further afield to settle. Richard Twining. of the Twinings’ Tea empire, married Mary 
Powell the daughter of a much-admired vicar, James Powell and they lived in a fine 
new house called The Lodge at the end of The Nook. Samuel Tilt, whose house is on 
the north side of the Green, was one of several army officers who settled there. The 
inhabitants of Bitteswell Hall were richer and more influential still and included the 
esteemed David Bromelow whose white marble cross survived the thoughtless 
reorganisation of the churchyard in the 1970s. In 1847, James Powell’s relatives built 
the Alms-houses on the Green in his memory and changed the appearance of the 
village again. They were built on the common land where some squatters houses had 
sprung up. Only one such Green dwelling across the road survived, although it is 
much improved these days!
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The Parish Registers and the Census data enable us to ‘meet’ the past inhabitants of 
the village. There are also many fine slates and memorials inside the church too but 
they  only represent the wealthy. There are 1279 people recorded in the parish burial 
records between 1700 and 1902. when the churchyard was closed. What we can see 
today represents only 7% of those people. Most would have been too poor to afford a 
stone memorial.

The village was once a thriving hub of many professions, trades and shops. The 
bakery, once the scene of a tragic murder in 1899 was on Manor Road. The Post 
Office moved its location over the years, The smithy was on the North side of the 
Green. Much later, Stanley Smith’s furniture business and shop occupied the place 
where the Tilts once lived. Although there were lots of trades, older industries like 
Framework Knitting declined as Factories took over and the population fell from the 
mid 19thC, as families were forced to move for work. A small well-respected private 
school for boys in the 1840s existed on the North side near Green Farm, before the 
building of the new village school for all on the South side in 1888.

Two local inns survive. The former Fleur de Lys (1820s), later the New Royal Oak, is 
now The Man at Arms, It was renamed after World War II in honour of a medieval 
charitable fund in which the village commits to supply a man at arms in times of war. 

It was also really interesting to hear the memories and anecdotes of the members of 
the group.

Thomas Spell’s signature brick on West End Farm 
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West End Farm 

Cottages on the Green 
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Bitteswell (late 1950s) 

After tea, we switched topics and did some work on Leicestershire place names and 
their origins. We divided into Viking and Saxons and worked out where we would 
have lived. The old interpretation used to assert that the two peoples did not mix but 
modern DNA evidence indicates this wasn’t true. Even our little snapshot of map 
work suggests they were living amicably side by side or at least nearby, as places like 
Enderby (V) and Narborough(S) suggest. It must have been quite a mixed society.

Future meetings

Please remember there is NO MEETING in JULY

Our August meeting is the trip to Drayton House on 12th August, led by Mandy.

Our September meeting is the trip to Wrest Park on 2nd September, led by Viv.

Our next meeting in Dunton Bassett VH is on Tuesday 6th October. 
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ESTG June Event

 ‘WW2 Japanese Arial Balloon Bombs' by John Walford and 'Alvis Car Company' 
by Howard Grant.

This months event was unusual in that we had 2 talks AT Ullesthorpe Village Hall, 
each on a very different subject matter.

WW2 Japanese Arial Balloon Bombs  …  .called Project "  FU-GO”

John Walford   opened up proceedings and gave the first talk of the morning   on a 
seemingly bizarre concept but which as John explained could have caused a lot of 
damage3

Towards the end of the war the Japanese government came up with the idea of 
using the atmospheric jet stream to carry large 10 mtr diameter Balloons over 
6000 miles to America on to which both 20 kgs incendiary and 15kgs High 
explosive devices were attached.
After a predetermined fuse time the balloon would deflate dropping the bomb 
from a great height wherever it was positioned geographically…….

Experience in weather patterns meant that the Jet stream was only suitable for this
assault on the USA within a 2 month window so it had to be planned well ahead, 
however many fell into the sea and it is estimated just around 300 made it to land
mass and some reached as far as Alaska, Canada and Mexico

Total of circa 9,300 balloons were constructed from paper sheets 1.5 x 2 mtrs 
made from Mulberry wood pulp and glued/assembled by children into large hydrogen
filled 10 metre dia canopies with an Aluminium ring at the neck to hold the altitude 
devices and the Bomb .

Although many thousand balloons were made, there were no actual deaths 
attributed to this weapon at the time of launching an attack but 6 deaths were 
recorded as a result of an  UXB device disturbed in Forest undergrowth by a family 
in May 1945 ……..  disturbingly the story could have been very different, as the 
final Japanese plan was to swap the bomb for germ laden devices filled with 
Anthrax or Bubonic Plague ….. this could have had devastating consequences
for the whole hemisphere, however the plan was vetoed by the then Emperor 
who felt it was not a Honourable weapon and banned the use.
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Due to a complete news blackout within the US at the time (so as not to spook 
the public,) there is rather sketchy information existing or widely available on 
this weapon.
The UK also trialled the use of weather balloons as a form of weapon over the 
continent by trailing metal foil hundreds of feet long below the balloon which 
then shorted out power lines thus interrupting the industrial area of France 
and Germany. 

Our thanks go to John for this most unusual and interesting talk to the group.

*   *   *   *   *

Talk 2,    '   Alvis Car Company’   

Our second talk  after a short refreshment break was given by Howard Grant 
who started by detailing the most interesting history of this world famous Company 
which started out as, T. G. John and Company Ltd.,   founded in 1919 by Thomas 
George John (1880–1946).

Its first products were ,Stationary Engines, Carburettors and Motor Scooters…
however in 1921 after a complaint from AV Rose Aircraft Co that the Logos where 
too similar it changed its name to 'The ALVIS Car and Engineering Co’ …..

In 1922 Production was located to Holyhead Road in Coventry, George Smith-Clarke
left his job as assistant works manager at Daimler along with William M. Dunn 
and joined Alvis as chief engineer/works manager and chief draughtsman 
respectively.
This partnership lasted for nearly 28 years, and was responsible for producing 
most of the successful products in the company's history. Smith-Clarke left in 
1950, and Dunn assumed Smith-Clarke's position as chief engineer, remaining 
in that position until 1959.

In 1927, the six-cylinder Alvis 14/75 was introduced.
This Model became the basis for luxurious six-cylinder Alvis cars right up to the 
outbreak of the Second World War. 
These cars were elegant but importantly full of technical 
innovations. Independent front suspension, the world's first all-
synchromesh gearbox in 1933. followed by servo-assisted brakes. 
The 12/75 model was introduced in 1928, a model with front-wheel drive, in-
board brakes, overhead camshaft, and an option of a Roots-type supercharger
- pretty high Performance spec for 1927-28…….
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In 1936, the company name was shortened to Alvis Ltd, and by the beginning of 
World War 2, aircraft engine and armoured vehicle divisions had been added to the 
company’s portfolio .

Alvis carried out war production on aircraft engines as a subcontractor of Rolls-
Royce.

After the war, Britain's interest in powerful and sports cars had gone, and for a 
specialist car manufacturer times were difficult.

Alvis had lost their car factory, and many of the coachbuilders had not survived 
the war, those still going were quickly acquired by other manufacturers. Alvis was at 
this point consumed by the quest for reliable and reasonably priced 
coachwork however in 1950, a new chassis based on the TA14 and six-cylinder 
3-litre engine was announced, and this highly successful engine became the 
basis of all Alvis models until production ceased in 1967.

Late 1958 Alvis launched the TD 21 model with full-scale production and Rolls-
Royce subsidiary Park Ward built the new bodies.

The TD 21 and its later variants were well built, attractive and fast cars. 
However it was clear by the mid-1960s that with a price tag of nearly double 
that of the mass-produced   Jaguar, the end could not be far off.

In 1965   Rover took over Alvis, the TF 21 was launched in 1966, and despite 
boasting a top speed of 127 mph – the fastest Alvis ever produced, only 109 
sold, production ceased in 1967.

In 1968, a management buyout with all the Alvis car design plans, customer 
records, stock of parts and remaining employees were transferred to Red 
Triangle, a company founded by ex-employees of Alvis to provide parts and service 
for their cars.

Although the original Coventry factory ceased making cars in 1967, The Alvis 
Car Company(now based in Kenilworth, UK) has revived the brand with a 
bespoke "Continuation Series” with cars priced upwards of £250,000.

The historic Alvis Armoured Div nameplate was absorbed when Alvis plc was 
purchased by BAE Systems in 2004, the military division now operates under 
BAE's broader defence and land systems divisions…..

Howard actually owns a 1958 Alvis as can be seen in the picture below and this 
created a lot of interest when Howard came in the car and showed it in the car park 
after the meeting ….
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Our thanks go to Howards and John for putting on such a great morning for 
the members ..

Next month its 'Film Time ‘ with a showing of Climate change - the Movie  
more detail later.
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Committee Members

Office                                                                        Name

Chair …................................................................... Andrea Nichol 

Treasurer.................................................................. Nigel Burt 

Secretary …............................................................. Denise Taylor

Membership Secretary …........................................ Linda Teague

Minutes Secretary & Welcome Desk    …................Sally Wood

Refreshments Coordinator and Rota     …............... Sue Poulter 

Group Coordinator and Facebook Editor ….............Nigel Bones

Welfare Rep and Sound Operator............................  Ruth Bones

Speaker Secretary…................................................. Sue Hanger

Social Secretary …................................................... Peter Maddock 

Set up Team ….........................................................  Mark Smith  Peter Maddock 

Note:  Any committee member can be contacted via our email address:

thewycliffelutterworthu3a@gmail.com 
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